Visa Waiver Program Requirements

Visa Waiver Program (VWP):  Individuals traveling under the Visa Waiver Program (VWP) are required to have passports that meet certain requirements.  The VWP is for individuals from certain countries who are temporarily coming to the U.S. for less than 90 days for tourism or business.      

All VWP participants are required to have a machine-readable passport (MRP) for entry to the U.S.   Participants with a MRP issued prior to October 26, 2005, can continue to travel under the VWP without any further requirements.  

For those with passports issued on or after October 26, 2005, they must have a MRP that also includes a digital photograph.  If the MRP does not have a digital photograph, then the individual is not eligible to use the VWP and must instead apply for a business visa at the nearest U.S. Consulate.

Currently, Italy and France are having difficulties in issuing new passports that meet the digital photograph requirement.  France in particular is encountering major delays.  This is causing many travelers to apply for a visa from the U.S. Consulates in France.  The U.S. Embassy in Paris, for example, reports receiving four times the amount of visa applications; it is currently taking over five weeks for an appointment.

 

Future security enhancements for the VWP include requirements for “e-passports,” that is, passports with biometric data embedded in a circuit chip.  MRPs issued on or after October 26, 2006, must contain both the digital photograph and the circuit chip (“e-passport”).   


Please be sure to remind your VWP users to be mindful of all DHS requirements.  Examples of VWP users include those attending scientific conferences at NIH.

