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Dear Colleagues, 

Please remember that all of your peer-reviewed manuscripts accepted for publication on or after April 7, 2008, must be submitted to NLM's PubMed Central (PMC) digital archive.  The Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2008, signed into law in December, requires that all NIH-supported researchers do so upon acceptance for publication.  

Once you submit your accepted manuscript to PMC, you can choose when it will appear, up to 12 months after publication in the journal.

The PMC submission process is straightforward, and your journal might do this for you automatically.  The growing list of journals that submit for you is at <http://publicaccess.nih.gov/submit_process_journals.htm>.  If the journal doesn't provide this service, the links at <http://publicaccess.nih.gov> will guide you through submission via the NIH Manuscript Submission system.  The process takes about 10 minutes.

You are free to post on PMC because government works are not subject to copyright protection in the United States. Please include the following statement in place of any copyright assignment requested by the journal:

"Because I am a government employee and this is a government work, the work is in the public domain in the United States.  Notwithstanding any other agreements, the NIH reserves the right to provide the work to PMC for display and use by the public, and PMC may tag or modify the work consistent with its customary practices.  You can establish rights outside of the U.S. subject to a government use license."

In addition, if needed, the NIH provides two model agreements for you to use when working with publishers, posted at <http://ethics.od.nih.gov/forms.htm> under the titles "Copyright Notice for an Article/Chapter" and "Author Agreement."

Legal requirements aside, this is an opportunity to get more mileage from your peer-reviewed papers.  Analysis reveals that those papers freely available on PMC are cited more often.  Remember that "public" access includes that of researchers and physicians in practice who are not blessed with the generous access to all the journals available to us through the NIH.  

My office will continue to send e-mail reminders about this new requirement until it becomes a natural part of your journal submission process.  Reminders are also built into the Annual Report process; articles cannot be listed on your annual bibliography if they are not submitted to PMC.  Funding of intramural science is contingent on fulfilling this requirement.

You should submit to PubMed Central as soon as your paper is accepted.  A "reminder" is built into the Publication and Abstract Clearance Form, at <http://www1.od.nih.gov/oir/sourcebook/oversight/pub-clear-form.htm>.  

Please let us know if you have any difficulty submitting, be it a conflict with the journal, your non-NIH coauthors, or even your computer operating system.  You can e-mail PublicAccess@nih.gov or OIR Communications Director Christopher Wanjek at wanjek@od.nih.gov. 

Michael M. Gottesman, M.D.
Deputy Director for Intramural Research 

